Histology and immunohistology of IgA nephropathy.
IgA nephropathy is a histologically diverse glomerular disease characterized by mesangial or mesangial plus peripheral glomerular capillary immune complex deposits that contain IgA as the dominant or co-dominant immunoglobulin type. The most common histologic manifestation of IgA nephropathy is mesangial proliferative glomerulonephritis (GN), most often focal but not infrequently diffuse. However, the light microscopic appearance of IgA nephropathy spans the entire range from histologically normal to diffuse proliferative and crescentic glomerulonephritis, much as is the case with lupus nephritis. This review examines the histologic diversity as well as the immunohistologic features of IgA nephropathy.